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THE NOTIFICATION OF PHTHISIS.  * 
By W. N. THURSFIELD, M.D. 
" I  ~1vsr express my cordial appreciation of the 
action of your authority in endeavouring to include 
consumption amongst notifiable diseases. Although 
consumption is not more prevalent in your district 
than in any other country districts, it was, during the 
year now under consideration, the certified cause 
of death in six times as many instances as scarlet 
fever, typhoid fever, and diphtheria combined, and 
much the same has been the case in previous 
years. Indeed, I do not recollect a single instance 
in your district in which the annual deaths from 
consumption did not far exceed those from the 
seven infectious diseases which makes up the 
zymotic death.rate. 
"Not  unfrequently this disease is contracted in 
large towns, and sometimes the sufferers return to 
the parental home in the country to die. Thus it 
happens that at least one room in the cottage 
becomes greatly in need of efficient disinfection. 
Consumption might, in my opinion, with advantage 
be made to take the place of the very diverse 
morbid conditions ometimes included under the 
term erysipelas, which is a notifiable disease. 
" I f ,  however, consumption became notifiable, 
the official action of a sanitary authority could not 
well go beyond the obtaining the disinfection of 
rooms which had long been occupied by a con- 
sumptive patient, and the distribution of handbills 
to notified cases, calling attention to certain simple 
and readily applicable precautions. 
"On the whole perhaps the chief advantage 
would be, as it is in most other points of sanitary 
progress, an affair of education, and the very fact of 
notification would do most good by teaching the 
public that, under suitable conditions, and with 
susceptible subjects, onsumption is a truly infec- 
tious disease, and one that certainly calls for, and 
readily admits of, precautions to obviate the special 
ways in which the infection is believed to spread." 
TRICHINOSlS.--A small epidemic of this disease 
which occurred last year at Herstal, near Liege, has 
been experimentally investigated by Cerfontaine, of 
the Zoological Institute of Liege. He finds that 
the worms arrive at sexual maturity in the alimen- 
tary canal on and after the second ay, the embryos 
being liberated about the sixth day. The males 
are sooner or later expelled with the fceces, but a 
certain number of impregnated females force their 
way through the intestinal walls as far as the 
mesentery and mesenteric glands, and are probably 
the chief means of infecting the body. The 
embryos are probably for the most part distributed 
by the lymphatics.--Arck, de BioL, Aug., 1893. 
* From Dr. Thursfield's Annual Report for x893, as 
M.O.H. to the Borough of Wenloek. 
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ff, nteric Fever and S~eciflcally Contaminated 
A4riddens.--Dr. H. Littlejohn, in drawing attention 
to the incidence of enteric fever in Sheffield, notes 
first, the comparative freedom from the disease of 
that portion of the town where water closets 
predominate (or the middens are situated at a con- 
siderable distance from the houses) ; and secondly, 
the frequent recurrence of cases, sometimes with 
intervals of months and years between, in yards 
and houses using a privy midden in common. In 
regard, however, to the occurrence of cases in 
houses using a privy midden in common or 
recurrence in the same house, there can be no 
doubt of the fact, that in many instances enteric 
fever has reappeared year after year in the 
same yards and localities after the midden has 
once received the discharges of an infected 
person. 
_Plumbism.--Six deaths were registered in 
Sheffield as directly due to lead poisoning during 
I893, of whom five were males and one female. 
The latter acquired the disease five years ago, 
during the time so many persons were affected by 
the condition of the water supply. Four of the 
men were workers in the file trade, and acquired 
the disease in the usual way. The fifth was a metal 
smith. 
Practical Insj#ectors.--" During the last two years 
the Health Committee have offered a higher salary 
to inspectors, and insisted on enlisting the services 
of only competent men. Since then I have 
noticed that the more technical and practical 
knowledge the inspector possesses, the easier does 
he get the requirements of a notice carried out, 
and the less frequent become cases of friction 
between the department and owners of property. 
The owner of property, as a rule, soon detects and 
distinguishes the experienced practical man from 
the merely theoretical official, and is usually open 
to conviction by the former, when the matter is 
put before him and explained in a practical 
manner." 
tVater Closets for Privies.--The question of the 
substitution of water-closets for privies has been 
steadily advanced, and the figures given in the 
report merely represent hose which have been 
converted by official notice, and takes no account 
of many which have been introduced voluntarily 
and at the owner's or tenant's whole expense. So 
far the Health Committee have felt their hands tied 
in the matter of requiring a large number existing 
privies to be converted into water-closets, owing to 
the fact that the third of the cost payable by the 
Corporation had to be found out of the rates. At 
